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But, Ireland and home politics apart, their first anxiety
was Spain, where Mr. Villiers still wrung anguished hands
over " this cannibal war, these z\ years of Use-humanite."
For the gorras still intoned the Carlist litany of Dios, Patria,
Rey in the northern valleys, and the steady killing had shocked
even Wellington into a humanitarian appeal. But the urgent
problem was less to mitigate than to win the war; and Pal-
merston made ingenious use of his Quadruple Alliance,
That instrument had failed (perhaps it never was intended)
to create the league of " the constitutional states of the
West/' which had startled Metternich into an angry splutter
in 1834. But it admirably averted all risk of a French coup
in Spain. For French intervention under the treaty was
strictly conditional upon British consent; and whilst a
British fleet earned Spanish gratitude by blockading Carlist
ports, Palmerston had declined to sanction on the part of
France anything stronger than shipment of the Foreign
Legion from Algeria, and even trumped that mild instalment
of French chivalry by suspending the Foreign Enlistment
Act and embodying a considerable British Legion in the
Cristino forces. Indeed, Lord Melbourne had enquired
with a sudden gleam, (( Could nothing be done with the
Poles whom we have here ? " So British soldiers fought in a
temporary allegiance to Queen Isabella; and this equivocal
operation provided Palmerston with his main Parliamentary
business. He had come in for Tiverton that summer; and
he was back in bis place, as bland as ever, refusing papers
and waving off questions, as angry Tories asked whether
their country was at war or not and whether it was true
that a company of sappers and miners . . . Once, in a
rare excursion into Irish matters, his distaste for Orange-
men inspired the judicious comment that " the unyielding
opposition of a minority to an important measure, without
any valid reasons for such opposition being assigned, was
a species of tyranny quite as objectionable as any other."
But his normal exercise was on Spanish topics, among
Pragmatic Sanctions and problems of blockade and points
of neutrality and returns of arms furnished to Queen Cristina.